
 

 “An Evening With the Diaconate  

  Candidates” To Be Held Sunday  

   August 1
st
 at Queen of Apostles 

Sunday, August 1
st
, beginning at 5:00 pm, the Serra  

Apostolate of Council Bluffs will host a special event 
 . . . “An Evening With the Diaconate Candidates” in  
the Great Hall at Queen of Apostles church.   

Three gentlemen, Guthrie Dolan, Brother Dennis Gaston  
and Robert McClellan, are scheduled to be ordained to  
the Diaconate in the near future.  Everyone is welcome 
and encouraged to attend this reception in their honor  
and hear them speak. 

Bob McClellan, a longtime member of Holy Family parish 
will be ordained to the Permanent Diaconate at 11:00 am 
on Saturday, August 14

th 
at Saint Ambrose Cathedral in  

Des Moines. 

Dolan and Brother Gaston are currently diocesan semin- 
arians and will be ordained to the Transitional Diaconate 
on Friday, November 19

th
. 

Each candidate will share a message during the reception. 
McClellan will share information regarding his call to the 
Diaconate and the formation process.  Dolan will speak 
Regarding his recent “Pilgrimage to the Holy Land”. 
Brother Gaston will share his incites regarding “God’s Call  
To Holiness” which we all receive. 
 
Refreshments will be served and there will not be a charge  
to attend.   
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 

           UPCOMING EVENTS OF INTEREST 

o On Thursday, August Clean-Up at IPF          -  Wednesday, August 4
th
, the Appreciation  

o          for area religious at Queen of Apostles  

o               -  Thursday, August 5
th
, Clean-Up at Creighton  

                       University following the Institute For Priestly  
                Formation.  (Contact Rosie Wallace to help.) 

 September 26
th
 . . .           -   Sunday, September 26

th
, the Day of Reflection  

       with Fr John Horn 
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TRANSFIGURATION PRAYER 

O God, 
who before the passion of your only-begotten Son 

revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: 
Grant that I, 

beholding in faith the light of his countenance, 
may be strengthened to bear my cross, 

and be changed into his likeness 
from glory to glory; 

through Jesus Christ my Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

- The Book of Common Prayer 

 

       Monthly Serra Mass To Be Held    

   August 7th at Holy Family  

On Saturday, August 7 at Holy Family church the 
Serra Apostolate will have Adoration at 7:45, 

Rosary at 8:10 and Mass at 8:30 am. 

A brief breakfast meeting will follow. 

 

 
The Feast of the Transfiguration of the Lord 

Celebrated Friday, August 6th 

 



   

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Photo at Right . . Saint Stephen The Protomartyr 

         Saint Stephen was one of the first seven deacons 

            in the Christian Church.  The picture to the right  

               was painted by Giacomo Cavedone in 1601. 
     ________________ 

   More Planned Events . . . 

    August 15
th
 . . .  Bob McClellan’s Ordination to the   

Permanent Diaconate in Des Moines 

    October 3
rd

 . . .  
 
           District 9 Regional Convention in Dubuque  
 Visit to Seminarians at Loras College 

    October 16
th
  & 17

th
 . . .  

 The Christ Our Life Catholic Conference in  
Des Moines, For our Searching Souls 

    November 19
th
 . . . 

           Ordination to the Transitional Deaconate  
for Guthrie Dolan and Dennis Gaston 
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 Seminarian Birthday During August 
            Dennis Gaston . . . . August 31 

         

A Message From Seminarian Jonathan Wadle, Seminarian              

My Cajun Catholic Experience 

 Southern Louisiana is typically known only for its heat, humidity, and hurricanes.  However, as my six-

week stay at St. Peter’s Catholic Church in New Iberia, Louisiana progressed, I realized that a fourth 

description was needed: holiness .  This summer, I was given the opportunity to spend part of my summer 

break in the heartland of Cajun country, in a small town just seventeen miles north of the Gulf of Mexico.  

While there was certainly some adapting to be done, this experience not only helped me to realize the 

universality of the Church, but also helped me in my discernment of a priestly vocation. 

 Over the course of my time spent in Louisiana, I was able to participate in several ministries that 

mirrored those of the priesthood.  While the highlight of my stay consisted in serving daily Mass, there were 

also numerous other activities that helped prepare me for the possible future of priesthood.  One such activity 

was following the parish priest, Father Jude, as he was visiting and bringing Holy Communion to the sick and 

hospitalized.  There was a profound joy that could be seen when Father would enter the room and begin a 

simple conversation.  Along with this, I was given the responsibility of teaching a two week second-grade 

religious education class four hours each day.  While helping me to understand the challenges of teaching, it 

was also a rewarding opportunity that permitted me to help in the faith formation of the Church’s young.  

Furthermore, I was able to take part in several marriage preparation workshops that helped me to realize the 

work that priests, deacons, and couples must complete before a wedding.  On top of all this, I also learned the 

workings of the diocesan Tribunal, participated in various activities with the youth group, and took part in 

several social events with the local priests of the diocese.   

  All of these opportunities of ministry were aimed at helping me become assimilated into the life of a 

diocesan priest, and they helped me do just that.  This summer was a chance of a lifetime due to its enabling 

me to get a small glimpse into the life of a priest.  While it was only a mere glance, the joy and satisfaction of 

priesthood that I witnessed has given me a great deal of hope as I progress through seminary toward the day 

of my own ordination.   

 

  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Stephen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giacomo_Cavedone


Financial Report   Prepared By Sharon Beckman, Vice-President of Finances  . . . 

June 1, 2010 Through June 30, 2010 
 

Balance brought forward . . . . . . .       $2,055.39 
 

EXPENSES 
Check Number 1881  Zack Kautzky, Ordination Gift                $100.00 
Check Number 1882  Arrow Stage Lines, Bus Trans                 $750.00 
Check Number 1883  Ward Kinney, Machine Shed Dinner    $527.24 
Check Number 1884  Henry’s Dinner, June Dinner                  $250.00 
Check Number 1885  Father Kotas, Anniversary Gift                $50.00 
Check Number 1886  Father Monahan, Anniversary Gift         $50.00 
 
Total          . . . . . . . .        $1,727.24 
 

INCOME 
Dinner, June                                       $245.00 
Bus Trip Fees         $1,320.00 
 
Total . . . . . . . .          $1,565.00   
 

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE . . . . . . $1,893.15 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCE . . . . . . $1,707.78 
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . .      $3,600.93 
 

SEMINARIAN BAGS         . .           $115.35  
SEMINARIAN FUND        . .      $1,030.00 
 

WORKING BALANCE . . . . . . . . .      $2,455.58 

      
 

 
 
 

Serra of Council Bluffs 

Board Meeting Agenda 

June 16, 2010 
 

On Wednesday, June 16, 2010 the Board of the Serra Apostolate of Council Bluffs met at 6:00 pm in the Village 
Inn Restaurant at 1906 Rue Street in Council Bluffs.  The following Board Members were present:  Mark Versch, 
Jan McGargill, Sharon Beckman, Lois O’Gara, Rita Hughes, Irene Schlautman and Monica Scortino.  

The meeting began with a prayer led by President Mark Versch. 

The Board was asked to consider the minutes of the Special Board Meeting held May 13 as distributed to the 
Board.  Motion by Scortino, seconded by Beckman, for approval as prepared and distributed.  Motion carried by 
unanimous consent.   
 

To Foster Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated Religious Life . . .  

Pray  . . .   Invite  . . .  Encourage . . .  Affirm  
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     Calendar of Activities    .  .  . 
 

Sunday, August 1   Diaconate Candidates Reception at Queens 5:00 pm 

Wednesday, August 4
th
   Religious Appreciation Dinner at Queens, 6:00 pm (Feast of St. John Vianney) 

Thursday, August 5
th
   Clean-Up at IPF, 1:00 to 3:00 pm   (Contact Rosie Wallace to help) 

Friday, August 6th 
  
First Friday of August 

Saturday, August 7th     Adoration at 7:45 am, Rosary at 8:10 am and Mass at 8:30 am  

at Holy Family with a brief breakfast meeting to follow 

Sunday, September 26th  The Day of Reflection Retreat with Father John Horn, site to be announced   

Friday, July 16
th
   Ice Cream Social with Seminarians Attending the Institute For Priestly Formation  

Friday, October 1
st
 to Sunday, October 3  Serra District 9 Regional Convention in Dubuque and  

Visit to Loras College 
 

  
 

 



Serra Apostolate of Council Bluffs 

Board Meeting Agenda 

July 1, 2010 
 

On Thursday, July 1, 2010 the Board of the Serra Apostolate of Council Bluffs met at 7:00 pm in the Social Hall at 

Queen of Apostles church following a special mass in honor of Junipero Serra, (on his feast day) and a brief 

reception.  The following Board Members were present:  Father Daniel Kirby, Mark Versch, Lois O’Gara, Jan 

McGargill, Sharon Beckman, Rita Hughes and Monica Scortino.  

The meeting began with a prayer led by Father Daniel Kirby.  Father Kirby then provided a brief summary of the 

status of the numerous seminarians that are in formation for the Diocese. 

The Board was asked to consider the minutes of the Special Board Meeting held June 16 as provided in the July 

newsletter.  It was reported by several members that they had not received the newsletter nor the minutes.  It light 

of this discovery, Versch explained that the minutes would be considered at the next meeting. 

Vice-President of Finance, Sharon Beckman, presented the Treasurers Report for the month of June which 

showed a Balance Brought Forward of $2,055.39, Income of $1,565.00, Expenses of $1,727.24 and a Checking 

Account Balance of $1,893.15.  The Apostolate also had a Savings Account Balance of $1,707.78 for a Total 

Balance of $3,600.93.  With addition savings of $115.35 in Seminarian Bags and $1,030.00 in the Seminarian 

Fund the Club has a Working Balance of $2,455.58.  The report was accepted and filed. 

Vice-President of Programs Monica Scortino explained that she had made tentative plans for several of the 

upcoming monthly meetings.  She offered to cook Doctor Arthur Sciortino homemade sausage and spaghetti for 

the meal.  She also noted several speakers that she is considering inviting.  Versch explained that he would like 

to have the apostolate have adoration on a regular basis as had been done the past year. 

Vice-President of Vocations Lois O’Gara reported that a notice had been distributed to the parishes regarding the 

next meeting in an effort to encourage both members and non-members to attend. 

Vice-President of Membership Jan McGargill explained that the Clergy Appreciation Dinner scheduled for August 

4
th
 had been planned. She also mentioned plans for several other potential events. 

Versch lead discussion of the following New Business: 

 The Annual Plan of activities for the 2010-2011 Serra Year will be distributed at the July meeting; 

 The Hour of Adoration and Ice Cream Social with the seminarians attending the Institute For Priestly 
Formation is scheduled for Friday, July 16

th
 at Queen of Apostles beginning at 7:00 pm; 

 Plans are being made for a “Salute To the Deaconate Candidates” scheduled for Sunday, August 1 at 5:00 
pm at Queen of Apostles.  After some discussion it was decided that this activity would be called “An Evening 
With the Future Deacons”; 

 Clean-Up following the summer Institute For Priestly Formation is set for August 5
th
; and 

 The location and time for the Fall Day of Reflection on September 26
th
 is yet to be determined. 

During a review of Old Business Versch noted that: 

 The next Lay Vocations Committee meeting with Fr. David Muenchrath is scheduled for July 19
th

 at Holy 
rosary in Glenwood; 

 The monthly meetings of the Apostolate will be held at Holy Family on the first Saturdays of August, 
September, November and December; and 

 The final parish visit to promote the formation of a Parish Vocations Committee was held the weekend of June 
26

th
 and 27

th
 in Audubon and Exira. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,    Mark Versch 
_____________________________________ 

 
 

Members of the Council Bluffs Serra Apostolate will have an opportunity 
to travel to the Region 9 Convention in Dubuque by Charter Bus. 

Registration will be taken beginning at the Meeting on August 7th.  
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6 Danbury Court 
Council Bluffs, IA  51503-5303 


