
 

 March 6th Serra Meeting &  

 Continental Breakfast To  

    Follow Monthly Mass  

       At Saint Patrick’s 

In a change from the usual schedule ... 

The CB Serra Club will hold it’s regular  

monthly meeting  on Saturday, March 6th 

in the basement of Saint Patrick’s Church 

following mass.   Seminarian Dennis Lee  
Gaston, currently serving a Pastoral In- 
ternship at Saint Michael’s in Harlan will  
share information about his vocation call.   

Continental breakfast will be served for $5.00. 

 

 Shown Above:  Council Bluffs Serrans and guests meet  

  with Father David Muenchrath and Father Mark Neal in  

  the Saint Albert’s cafeteria on Sunday, February 21
st
. 

  Father Muenchrath Addresses 
  Serrans, Requests Serra Support 
  For Parish Vocations Committees 
   At a special meeting on Sunday afternoon February 21

st
 ,     

   Father Muenchrath requested the help and cooperation of  

   the Council Bluffs Serra Club to promote and aid in the    

   formation of parish Vocations Committees in western Iowa. 

 

   Bishop Pates has asked all parishes to form a Vocations  

   Committee to create on-going awareness of the need for  

   vocations to the priesthood and consecrated religious life. 

 

   Serrans were challenged to make parish visits throughout     

   western Iowa to enkindle interest and provide assistance. 

   President McGargill responded that the Club would be willing  

   to help as requested and would be very happy to re-visit    

   those parishes where the Club made appeals last fall.    

 

   The full membership will discuss this at the March meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

          . . . Passage at left:  Psalm 51:10 
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“College Connection” . . . 

Plans are being made for the Council Bluffs Serra 

Club to participate this spring in Serra USA’s  

College Connection project. 

Graduating high school seniors will be given a 

packet from the club encouraging them to contact 

the Catholic Campus Ministry or a local parish in  

the city where they will be attending college.   

To help facilitate the “connection” in their new  

community, the Catholic Campus Ministry or a  

local parish will be notified so that they can extend  

an invitation to participate in worship and church life. 

 

Serrans are encouraged to participate by serving  

as a point-of-contact in their parish. 

    
Shown above:  Father David Muenchrath at the   

special meeting with the CB Serra Club.   

           

During the meeting Father Muenchrath called for 

Parish Vocations Committees to: 

1.  Include vocation announcements in the  

     parish bulletins. 

   2.  Include a petition about vocations at masses. 

   3.  Encourage praying the rosary for vocations. 

   4.  Provide a point-of-contact for information  

        exchange. 

         _____________________ 

Seminarian Birthdays In March: 

  Andrew Windschitl . . . March 5
th

  

  Ross Parker . . . . . . . . March 9
th
 

  James Chester . . . . . . March 27
th 
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 A Message From Seminarian (Deacon) Zach Kautzky . . . 

 As I near the end of 5 years of seminary and the beginning of priestly ministry, the word that comes to       
 mind is "gratitude".  As the recipient of so many good gifts from God, His People, family and friends, I  
 can't help but be humbled by their generosity in carrying me along the way. 
 
 First, I'm grateful to God for the undeserved gift of the Holy Priesthood.  We never take on this life as  
 our own.  It is Jesus' priesthood, and as such I will be a steward of the sacred mysteries, acting in his  
 very person.  This is incredibly humbling. 
 
 Second, I'm indebted to the priests and faithful people of the Diocese of Des Moines and Archdiocese  
 of St. Louis, particularly those who have supported me, both prayerfully and materially.  Over the last  
 five years, there have been many priests who by their example and words have shown me that " it's   
 [seminary] all worth it" to be a priest. It's been a real privilege to get to know so many healthy, holy,   
 happy families.  I look to the same in Des Moines! 
 
 Lastly, I'm thankful for my family and friends, both at home in Iowa and in St. Louis who I've gotten to   
 know.  I can't imagine being a seminarian without seminarian brothers, priests, and family members      
 challenging, affirming, and encouraging me to be a better man and spiritual father. 
 
 Finally, a word to you, the reader of this newsletter: for the past 5 years, I've been studying and praying 
 to serve you.  I look forward to coming home and getting to work for the Bride of Christ in Des Moines!    
  
God bless you! 
 
  

               

 

 

https://www.faithclipart.com/fca/register.do


Serra of Council Bluffs  

Board Meeting Minutes 
February 20, 2010 

On Saturday, February 20, 2010 the Board of the Serra Club of Council Bluffs met at 9:00 am in the Village Inn 

restaurant at 1906 Rue Street in Council Bluffs.  The following Board Members were present:  Jan McGargill, 

Sharon Beckman, Elaine Hussman, Rosie Wallace, Lois O’Gara and Mark Versch.   

The meeting began with a prayer led by President McGargill. 

The Board was asked to consider the minutes of the January 23
rd

 meeting as published in the newsletter.  

Motion by Wallace, seconded by O’Gara, for approval as prepared and distributed.  Motion carried by 

unanimous consent.   

Vice-President of Finance, Sharon Beckman, presented the Treasurers Report for January which showed a 

Balance Brought Forward of $1,383.45, Income o9f $363.00, Expenses of $113.55 and a Checking Account 

Balance of $1,632.90.  The Club also had a Savings Account Balance of $1,707.04 for a Total Balance of 

$3,339.94.  With addition savings of $115.35 in Seminarian Bags and $1,000.00 in the Seminarian Fund the 

Club has a Working Balance of $2,224.59.   

McGargill explained that Bonnie Helms will invite Seminarian Dennis Lee Gaston to speak at a special 

breakfast meeting planned for March 6
th
 following mass.  There was discussion that a full breakfast may be 

held for the event.  

Vice-President of Vocations, Elaine Hussman, spoke briefly regarding the meeting with Father Muenchrath to 

be held on Sunday, February 21
st
 at 2:00 pm at Saint Albert’s.  After some discussion, Motion was made by 

Versch to mail birthday cards to all seminarians.  Motion seconded by Beckman and carried by unanimous 

consent.  Wallace offered to help with this task. 

It was reported that Thank You cards had been received from seminarians Ross Parker and Reverend Mr. 

Zach Kautzky for the Christmas gift sent by the club. 

In the absence of the Vice-President of Membership, Duane Chevalier, there was no report regarding 

membership. 

McGargill lead discussion of the following New Business: Plans for the remainder of the 2009-2010 business 

year and setting of the next Board Meeting.  It was the consensus of those present to meet on Saturday, 

March 27
th
 at 8:30 am at the Village Inn on Rue Street. 

During a review of Old Business the following was discussed: 

 Beckman prepared a 2009-2010 club roster which is to be distributed to all members; 

 McGargill asked for continued prayer for the Discernment prayer group at Saint Albert’s school; 

 The Board was reminded of the meeting with Father Muenchrath on Sunday, February 21
st
; 

 Individuals had been identified to fill the Trustee positions and the Vice-President of Programs 
positions on the Board; 

 A Stewardship Fair will be held at Queen of Apostles on March 13
th
 and 14

th
 following masses and at 

Holy Family the following weekend; 

 The Spring Leadership for Iowa clubs will be held April 10
th
 at Saint Patrick’s; and 

 40 Hours Devotion will be held at Queen of the Apostles beginning on March 8. 
 

With no further business the meeting ended at approximately 10:10 am. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,     
Mark Versch 

To Foster Vocations to the Priesthood and Consecrated Religious Life . . .  

Pray  . . .   Invite  . . .  Encourage . . .  Affirm . . . 
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Financial Report   Prepared By Sharon Beckman, Vice-President of Finances  . . . 

January 1 Through January 31, 2009 
 

Balance Brought Forward . . . . . . . $1,383.45 

EXPENSES 

Check 1869  Henry’s Diner, January Meal .    $99.00 
Check 1870  Application fee, Ratigan             .        5.75 
Check 1871  Elaine Hussman, stamps              .              8.80  

    Total . . . . . . $ 113.55 

INCOME 

Dues . . . . . $228.00 
Dinner, January . . . . $135.00 

 Total . . . . . .   $363.00 
 

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE . . . .            .  $1,632.90 
SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCE  . . . .   $1,707.04 

TOTAL . . . . . . . .                $3,339.94 

SEMINARIAN BAGS   . . .                  $115.35  
SEMINARIAN FUND     . . . . $1,000.00 

WORKING BALANCE . . . . . . . $2,224.59              
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Important Future Events . . . 
 

Friday, June 4
th
  . . .  Ordination of Reverend Zachary Kautzky  

Friday, July 16
th
  . . .  Ice Cream Social with Seminarians Attending the Institute For Priestly Formation  

Thursday, August 12 . . .  Picnic for the Diocesan Seminarians 
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     Calendar of Activities    .  .  . 

Friday, March 5
th  

    First Friday of March 

Saturday, March 6
th
       Rosary at 8:10 am, Mass at 8:30 am, followed by  

 the Serra Club Monthly Meeting with Continental Breakfast at Saint Patrick’s and Speaker 

Monday, March 8
th
 to Wednesday, March 10

th
   40 Hours of Devotion at Queen of Apostles                                     

 Taize at 7:00 pm and again Tuesday at 6:30 pm 

Saturday and Sunday, March 13
th
 and 14

th
   Stewardship Fair at Queen of Apostles 

Saturday and Sunday, March 20
th
 and 21

st
    Stewardship Fair at Holy Family 

Sunday, March 28
th
    Palm Sunday                                    

Monday, March 29
th
  Vocations Lay Advisory Committee, 6:30 pm at Queen of the Apostles 

 Friday, April 2
nd

     First Friday of April  

Saturday, April 3
rd

       No regularly scheduled Serra Mass during Holy Week 

Sunday, April 4
th
    Easter Sunday                                    

Saturday, April 10
th

   Serra Spring Leadership Conference for Iowa Clubs, hosted by  

  the Council Bluffs Club at Saint Patrick’s 

Sunday, April 25
th
   World Day of Prayer For Vocations 

 

 

Wednesday, April 14
th
  Serra Club Monthly Dinner Meeting 

 
  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 Danbury Court 
Council Bluffs, IA  51503-5303 


